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The Tensions of Grace
OctOber 23 & 24, 2010 • rené Schlaepfer

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. GalatianS 5:1a [niV]

…through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free… rOmanS 8:2a

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how 
will He not also with Him freely give us all things? rOmanS 8:32 [naSb]

If it’s all about grace…

1. Why don’t I just  _______ ?
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 
By no means! rOmanS 6:15 [niV]

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature… GalatianS 5:13a

• It  __________________

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” 
JOhn 8:34 

• It  __________________

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 
destruction. GalatianS 6:7–8a [See GalatianS 5:20]
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2. Why should I still  __________________________ ?
…rather, serve one another in love. GalatianS 5:13b

• It  _______________________________

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family 
of believers. GalatianS 6:9–10

• It  _______________________________

…the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he 
is slave or free. epheSianS 6:8

3. Can I still have  ____________________________ ?

• If it’s a non-essential, disagree  _____________________________

The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, 
and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man 
who does, for God has accepted him. rOmanS 14:3

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to 
mutual edification. rOmanS 14:19 [See rOmanS 14:17]

So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself 
and God. rOmanS 14:22

• If it’s an essential, direct  __________________________________

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 
restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 
GalatianS 6:1

4. What’s it mean to live by the  _________________ ?
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for 
which we hope. GalatianS 5:5

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
sinful nature. GalatianS 5:16

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. GalatianS 5:22–23a

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
GalatianS 5:25

Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, 
but in the new way of living in the Spirit. rOmanS 7:6b 

I  ____________________  whatever I  _________________________

Daily Meditations
For daily readings tied into this 
weekend’s message, please pick up 
a Grace Immersion book in  
the lobby, or go online to  
www.GraceImmersion.com

Grace Immersion: 50 Days of Grace
This 7-week series on grace ties into our book of daily meditations,  
Grace Immersion, available at the Grace table in the lobby. If you’d 
like to be in a Grace Immersion small group, lists of open groups are also 
available there or online at www.tlc.org. 

Here’s an overview of where we’ve been and where we’re going:

 Week 1: Rediscovering Grace

 Week 2: Fighting for Grace

 Week 3: Why Grace?

» Week 4: The Tensions of Grace

 Week 5: Grace-Inspired Change

 Week 6: Ripple Effects of Grace

 Week 7: The Wonders of Grace

For sin shall not be  
your master, because you are 

not under law, but under grace. 
 rOmanS 6:14 [niV]


